
The municipalities and the federal entities within 
the MCMA (Mexico City Metropolitan Area) have 
no single, umbrella government. It is the most 
important metropolitan area in Mexico, with 
dimensions comparable to metropolitan areas 
such as: Sao Paulo, Shanghai, Bangkok, Mumbai, 
Jakarta.
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A metropolis always expanding
Authorities have been directing efforts towards 
synchronizing administration with a spatial 
model, triggered by the problems associated with 
metropolitanisation. The recognition of the need to 
create a comprehensive strategy for the metropolis 
is already a significant step forward. An example of 
such attempts was the establishment in 1998 of the 
Executive Commission for Metropolitan Coordination. 
However, from the moment of its creation until its 
demise in 2000 the Commission held only three plenary 
meetings and adopted 30 agreements, which failed 
to even integrate practical policies into a strategic 
metropolitan vision. A sign of the renewed political will 
and momentum is the reinstatement of the Commission 
in October 2005, led by the national Minister of the 
Interior and the Governors of the State of Mexico and 
the Federal District.2

Political representation and urban development 
Furthermore, the important advancements in 
democracy taking place in the country are adding to 
the complexity of the political setting of Mexico City 
and acting as a further challenge to its governability. 

The undoubtedly positive fact that the mayor of the 
Federal District is now directly elected, together with 
the expanded responsibilities given to its Executive 
and Legislative organs, have had the negative effect 
of making the relations between the State of Mexico 
and the Federal District increasingly complicated. An 
additional obstacle to the governability of the city is the 
fact that today, the Federal District, the State of Mexico, 
and the Federal Government are led by the country’s 
three main opposing political parties3. This complex 
political landscape and the challenges it produces 
on local governance add fuel to the argument that 
metropolitan governance cannot rely on a voluntary 
contractual model as it has done in the past.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
However, efforts are made by the government to 
improve such issues. The Supervia Sur-Poniente is 
a project for the construction of a 7.18km highway 
in Mexico's federal district (DF).4 The project, which 
is covered by a 30-year public-private concession 
agreement, aims to reduce the city's primary road 
infrastructure deficit, improve urban connectivity, and 
cut travel time.
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In this sense, it is arguable Mexico City makes 
consistent efforts in bridging the gap between 
the metropolitan environment and its citizens 
and also represents one of the basic challenges of 
urban expansion, namely unpacking the legislative 
connections in the greater area of Mexico City and 
consequently providing citizens with more agency 
and spaces for intervention. For this reason CITIES 
has chosen Mexico City as a burgeoning case for an 
ongoing development process aiming steadily for 
polycentricity and citizen intervention. Should the 
measure already taken by authorities reach their full 
potential, the city will prove one of the success stories 
of enhancing civil participation in urban life. 

More info
1  www.wikipedia.org
2  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-projects/Global_Report/pdfs/Mexico.pdf
3   http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/v/573/1/mx/fotogalerias.

html?queryref=1&querypage=2&idgaleria=3722
4  http://www.bnamericas.com/project-profile/en/Supervia_Sur-

Poniente-Supervia_Sur-Poniente
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