
Jakarta is the largest metropolitan area in 
Southeast Asia, acknowledged for a tremendous 
rate of population growth, coupled with a wide 
range of urban problems. The overall population 
of Jakarta increased 100 times in the 20th century, 
from about 100,000 in 1900 to more than 9 million  
in 1995, therefore most of the population was 
added in the last twenty years of the 20th century3.

Figures1

Area (mq)  285.82
Population (million)  9,580,000
Density (sq m)  37,460
Number of districts  5

Extra figures2

GNI per capita (US$), 2010 2580
Population annual growth rate (%),  
1970-1990  2.2
Population annual growth rate (%),  
1990-2010  1.3
Population annual growth rate (%), 
2010-2030  0.8
GDP per capita average  
annual growth rate (%),  
1990-2010  2.6
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City sprawl exceeding planning
As in the case of many other cities, the urban sprawl 
has exceeded the hopes or plans of city planners. 
The areas surrounding city capital has been the main 
exponent of the alternative urban initiatives, such as 
the cases in Desakota, where the urban-rural extended 
area has proved as a mixture of state and private 
initiatives and Kanpung, where informal settlements, 
self-organizing, intelligent entities without a top down 
planning. 

Authorities have been trying hard to discourage 
Kampung development and to substitute the shabby 
houses, with some success. While in 1980 about 80% 
of Jakarta’s area consisted of Kampung, recently the 
district covers no less than 60%, which suggests that 
dwellers have managed to return in many ways after 
the eradication occurring in the 90s. Lately, at a time 
when the economic downturn has paralyzed the 
national property industry, Kampung development 
continues. In fact, as one official argues, asking where 
the centre of Jakarta is, one would rather expect 
confusion than a plain answer, as each local part in the 
city knows its own centre. 

Governmental measures hindering the city
Jakarta, in this sense, makes for an interesting case 
study, since the polycentric development of the area 
shows numerous challenges shared by many other 
urban environments. Economic regional independence 
and initiatives have been a long sought solution: 
economic polycentrism and citizen participation has 
been one of the major concerns in Indonesia since the 
60s, but it has stepped into an array of impediments. 
The most salient manifestations of regionalism are 
the areas of internecine conflict, ethnic and religious 
strife and downright separatism4. Corruption, as 
well as political upheavals, has made many efforts 
for local development come to a haul. In this matter, 
civic participation is still problematic in Jakarta, since 
there are no adequate techniques or mechanisms for 
civic participation in planning processes. Neoliberal 
practices have also slowed such processes, while 
authorities in Jakarta often use force to ‘free’ land used 
by the city’s poor, they encourage private investments 
solely in commercial districts and sites. Even during the 
earlier “boom” times, the growth did not prevent equal 
growth for everybody. The urban poor, who constitute 
an unknown but sizeable minority of Jakarta’s official 
population of 8,490,000, have been casualties of 
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the city’s path to economic progress for decades5. 
The programmes funded through assistance from 
international agencies such as the World Bank and IMF 
attracted at their turn considerable criticism, perhaps 
most significantly for serving to break down existing 
traditions of community self-help, as in Gotong Royong. 
In spatial terms, recent initiatives have not helped 
attain an identity for the metropolitan area, which tends 
to produce an amorphous and amoebic-like spatial 
form, with no set boundaries or geographic extent and 
long regional periphery6. 

CITIES argues Jakarta exhibits an interesting twist to 
polycentric development of the city, since although 
governmental measures have tried to regulate 
the urban sprawl, it seems their efforts have been 
counterbalanced by bottom-up initiatives. The 
government faces serious criticism regarding the 
implementation of new projects, civil society seeing 
them as running parallel to the constant demands of 
social groups and to the actual economic situation.
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