
Chicago was incorporated as a town in 1837, 
near a passing between the Great Lakes and the 
Mississippi River watershed. Today, the city still 
retains its status as a major hub, through industry, 
telecommunications and infrastructure. 

Figures1

Area (mq)  234
Population 2010 (million) 2,695,598
Density (sq m)  11,864.4
Number of districts  25

Extra figures2

Population, 2000 to 2010 6.9% 
Persons under 5 years, 2010 6.9% 
Persons under 18 years, 2010 23.1%
Persons 65 years and over, 2010 10.3%
White persons, 2010   45.0%
Black persons, 2010   32.9%
Language other than English  
spoken at home, age 5+, 2006-2010 35.3% 
High school graduates, 
persons under 25+, 2006-2010 79.4%
Bachelor's degree or higher, 
persons age 25+, 2006-2010 32.2% 
Manufacturers shipments, 
2007 ($1000)  22,115,580 
Merchant wholesaler sales, 
2007 ($1000)  28,519,301 
Retail sales, 
2007 ($1000)  19,842,717 
Accommodation and food 
services sales, 2007 ($1000) 7,663,319 
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Government bringing communities together
CITIES considers Chicago as a suitable exponent 
of developments brought by polycentrism. Local 
authorities do indeed collaborate practice with the 
existent situations between the social planning and the 
administrative model. Although numerous problems 
arise in this implementation, the research has shown 
that collaboration across different regions of the 
metropolis has helped resolve problematic issues of 
urban planning. The Interjuridiscional Collaboration, an 
initiative started through various authorities in the city 
encourages the working together across governmental 
agencies, with small actors also being involved. 

The Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) is helping 
communities recognize and unleash the benefits of 
working together across governmental borders to tackle 
shared challenges. Even if all of the municipalities 
in the region had the staff capacity, political will and 
expertise to develop, implement and monitor the 
programs and policies necessary to address local 
development needs, many issues – such as housing, 
transportation and workforce development – do not 
adhere to municipal borders and can be more efficiently 

and effectively dealt with on an interjurisdictional 
(legislative proposal aiming to keep a balance between 
all government's legislative authority basis). MPC is 
working with a variety of community collaborations 
around the region to help them address these issues. 

Civic engagement encouraged by governmental 
infrastructure
In terms of civic engagement, the city of Chicago 
benefits from the Participatory budgeting3, an initiative 
through which the residents of an area are given the 
power to move beyond informing their representatives 
of their priorities to actually make binding decisions on 
the final location of funds. 

In Chicago, each alderman receives $1.3 million per 
year to spend on infrastructure improvements in their 
wards, also called the “menu fund”, and it is these 
resources that are now up for deliberation. The ward is 
divided into eight areas, with a neighborhood assembly 
held in each one (and an additional Spanish language 
assembly). At the assembly, attendees are informed 
of how the process works, help brainstorm possible 
uses for the resources, and are asked to volunteer to 
become “community representatives.” For the next 
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four months, these representatives meet to develop 
project proposals, which are then presented to the 
entire community. Finally, the entire ward is invited 
to vote upon a specific number of projects, which are 
then implemented by the government. Is is considered 
a strategy through which the Southern suburbs 
of Chicago seek to achieve sustainable economic 
development throughout their region. Chicago benefits 
from the Southland Green Time Zone Strategy, by way 
of which the Southern suburbs of Chicago seek to 
achieve sustainable economic development throughout 
their region4. Chicago's south suburbs have been 
awarded $2.3 million in federal funds to implement a 
revitalization strategy that will make better use of the 
region’s established rail infrastructure to attract jobs 
and foster smart growth.

In short, CITIES considers Chicago to be an accurate 
example of an urban sprawl that has maintained and 
developed its potential brought by spatial and cultural 
intersections. The authorities have consequently 
learned how to adapt the institutional infrastructure to 
the vibrant and ongoing civic initiatives, by providing a 
balanced system between institutions and thus remain 
flexible for civic access and impede any possibility of 
institutional misbalance of forces. 

More info
1  www.wikipedia.org, 
2  US census bureau
3   http://hpronline.org/united-states/participatory-democracy-in-

chicago-participatory-budgeting-is-working-important-and-going-

to-stay/
4  Chicago’s Southland Green Timezone, Center for Innovative 

Technology, 2010.
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